6 ARTS
New courthouse
JAICEEE

3 ~
y s s
PP 2,88
e Ty h
s, od g
24 E '
1

NY women
practice the fine art
of recreation.



Billoni describes a
moment a few years ago
that captures the spirit
of her efforts: “A cou-
ple of soirees ago, Chez
Kimmy was rocking,”
she says. “There were
girlfriends in the kitchen,
talking about founding a
grassroots organization
to connect inner-city
vouth with mentors; in
the dining room a small
group was huddled with
both tears and smiles,
speaking about the loss
of their moms; and in the
living room, girlfriends
were doing the salsa! I
love my ‘sisters,’ every
one of them—I just need
a bigger Chez Kimmy to
hostess them all!” &

Jana Eisenberg is a regu-
lar contributor.

SISTERS ARE DOIN’ IT FOR THEMSELVES ...
AND FOR THE COMMUNITY, TOO

ONE GREAT WAY FOR WOMEN IN WNY
TO GET OUT OF THE HOUSE, MEET
OTHER WOMEN, have fun, and feel

like they're makinga contribution is to
participate in one of the many charitable
groups in the area..

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF BUFFALO

The Buffalo Chapter of the Junior
League (with 296 chapters in four
countries around the world) was started
on June 15, 1919, at the home of Mrs.
Seymour H. Knox at 800 Delaware
Avenue. Since then, the lunior League of
Buffalo has acted as both a fundraising
organization (they've raised over 53
million for various community groups
with their Decorators’ Show House
project alone), and as a volunteer
organization, providing support through
their partnerships with groups like
Girls, Inc,, the Food Bank; and Literacy
Volunteers, and many Do-lt-in-a-Day
projects that they run throughout the
year. They only take new members once
a year, so contact them if you want to
join niext year's class or find out more
about what they do. (45 Elmwood Ave.,
Buffalo, NY 14201, 884-8865, www.
jibuffalo.org.)

WNY WOMEN'S FUND
The WNY Women's Fund was
created ten years ago by the United

Way of Buffalo and Erie County and

the Community Foundation for Greater
Buffalo. Having recognized the special
needs of women living in poverty in
WNY, and the great opportunities that
were available to help, they created a
fund to support programs that reach
these goals. Since 2001, the Fund has
awarded $425,000 in grants, and raised
more than $2 million in endowment gifts
and grant money. Their annual “Fall in
Fashion” luncheon is always sold out,
and their recent signature event with
guest speaker Olympia Dukakis was &
tremendous success. The UB Regional
Institute has been commissioned by the
Fund to analyze the status of women and
girls in WNY, a project called “Pathways
to Progress;” to identify opportunities to
make improvements, and then measure
and monitor that progress. The results
of the in-depth study are expected in
January of 2010, (742 Delaware Ave.,
Buffalo, NY 14209, 887-2777, WWW.
wnywomensfund.org.)

GILDA'S CLUB
Gilda's club of WNY has its clubhouse

headguarters at 1140 Delaware

Aventie (on the corner of West Ferry)

in the beautifully renovated Conners
mansion. Inside, those affected with
cancer and their families and friends

will find programs for social and

emotional support during a difficult

time. Everything's always free; and
there’s always something to do, from
yoga to instruction on handling medical
insurance. Volunteers are always needes,
just to pitch in generally, or they can

use their special talents to run specific
programs like a book club or teach
jewelry making. There's also a gift list

on the Gilda’s Club website with a list

of items they'd love to have donated, if
you're in a giving mood. (1140 Defaware
Ave., Buffalo, NY 14209, 332-5900, WWW.
gildasclubwny.org.)

MARIA M. LOVE CONVALESCENT FUND
Buffalo’s Maria Love established
the first day care center in the United
States in 1881. Since that time, people
have been able to find help with the
Maria M. Love Convalescent Fund.
They specifically aid those who have
a medical diagnosis whose needs are
not necessarily being met by other
institutions: The Fund'’s board now
consists of forty-seven fing, charitable
women who work together to raise
donations privately, and to run the annual
Charity Ball—the holiday dress-up party
for children that has been held for the
past 106 years. (P.O. Box 293, Buffalo NY
14213, 984-9194, www,marialovefund.
org) ©
—Terri Parsell Hilmey



